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BALTIMORE, ae 31, 1838. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCR. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
Mr. Editor, — I am young in years, and young 
in the cause, but as the columns of your inter- 


esting Journal are open to all kinds of talents, 
I embrace the present opportunity in dropping 


a few lines (if you think them worthy) for in- pass. 
and highly favored church of our God, I seturn-| | 


sertion. 

It is three years since I made a profession of 
religion, and united with the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in Lowville, Lewis Co. N. York. 
About a year after I united, I heard considera- 
ble said about the “‘Reformers,” who were re- 
presented to be bad characters, drunkards, ex- 

led members, & c. I depended on the verac- 
ity of my informers, and therefore paid no atten- 
tion to them. About a year since, I was in 
Sackett’s Harbor, Jefferson Co. and there in the 
school-house one Sabbath was a witness to a 
scene, which began to open my eyes, for which 
I desire to thank God. Although I was at that 
time in a backsliden state, yet that scene will 
never be erased from my memory. The ¢ircum-' 
stance, was this, the Episcopal Methodists on 
that day held a quarterly meeting—when the 
Lord's supper was about to be administered, all 
christians were invited to come forward and par- 
take, but what was my surprise aud astonish- 
ment when I heard our w brother Goode- 
nough refused, by Elder F——. The abuse, &c. 
that was uttered afterwards is too gross to be 
named. I then began to search and enquire for 
myself. Shortly after this I went to Syracuse, 
Onon. co. and then to Utica, where I united 
with the M. E. Church. Religion was at a low 
ebb in this church, the services cold, and seem- 
ingly made no impression on the hearers; class 
meetings, and prayer meetings, were thinly at- 
tended, although the church contained between 
3 and 400 members, and the most of those that 
did at‘end, neglected their duty. One Sabbath 
afternoon I fell: in company with a Protestant 
Methodist brother, who invited me to his meet- 
ing that evening—I accepted the invitation,and 
that evening my heart was somewhat touched 
with the love of God. We had a glorious sea- 
son. After this I became more and more attach- 
ed to the Protestauts—I perused their discip- 
line, and found that all was liberty—and a/ 
things common.” I meditated, and thought of 
the persecutions that I should receive by my 
friends, if I should leave the old church. I en-. 
quired of God, what is my duty? To do my duty 
I would, let the consequences be as they might. 
In January last, I finally came to the decision, 
that, as a sincere lover of religious liberty, it 
was my duty to leave the M. E. Church and 
wnite with the M. P. Church. I was told by my 
new brethren, that if I united with them I might 
expect to see severe trials, and persecutions, 


Jof dismission, 


— — — 
— — 


a christian. I applied to my church for a letter 
then united with the Meth- 
odist Protestants. I was told when 1 left the 
church that I should be sorry if I united with 
the Protestants, and should wish myself back 
again. Others prophesied that if I did not feel 
sorry now, I sh seven years hence! | am de- 
termined to see if this prophesy will come to 
A short time aſter I united with the new 


ed to Onondaga county, where I commenced 
* the Lord with a worthy brother in 
Christ, William Hatch, of the Presbyterian 
church, and full of the Holy Ghost. We tra- 
velled from one town to another, establishing 
Sabbath schoels, attending protracted meetings, 
and holding meetings ourselves, notwithstand- 
ing we had no license but from the Lord. M 
former friends and brethren on learning that 
was a Methodist Protestant, were very cold to- 
wards me, and in Liverpool one — I at- 
tended one of their prayer meetings; after the 
meeting was open | oe a few words, exhort- 
ing them to awake from their spiritual slumbers, 
and to come ＋ to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty.“ I told them the truth, but as soon 
as I sat down, two of them, one a class leader, 
rose and contradicted what I said, because | 
was a Protestant Methodist; intimating that 1 
was a D****!! Bro. Hatch and I are poor 
as to this world’s goods, but we wish to be rich 
in grace. 

No foot of land do we possess, 

No cottage in this wilderness, 

But poor way-faring men 

We lodge awhile in tents below, 

Or gladly wander to and fro, 

Till we our Canaan gain.“ 


Last month I returned to the Lenox circuit, 
(on which I belong) arid attended the quarterly 
meeting, and received license to exhort. I again 
returned, and now I am on my way to Canada, 
to visit my parents, who are Episcopal Metho- 
dists, my father a minister. I arrived at this 
place, and as bro. Dare has gone on a journey, 
the brethren here desired me to stay and labour 
with them for a short time. Our prospects, 
where I have been, are flattering, and I think I 
hear a sound of an nce of rain.” The 
devil is somewhat raging in this place; we hear 
him roar occasionally, but he can go no farther 


than the length of his chain. The Universalists | 


I understand intend to hold meetings here every 
Sabbath now, but I hope, by the grace of God, 
they will not succeed. The fact is, that truth 
will prevail; wicked men, with devils combined, 
cannot stop it in its triumphant march. The 
Presbyterian brethren with whom I have con- 
versed, fall in with our constitution, &c. and 
bids us God speed. I think we have great 
reason to be thankful to our God for the auccess, 


&. ‘I thought that if I was a true soldier of 
Jesus Christ, and could not bear these sham af- 


he has given to our infart church; we must ex- 


— 


say. 


work. 


feel more juterested in the salvation of sinners. 
I am glad that hour interesting Journal is void 
of sectarianism. I admire the remarks weve by 
“Olympus” on that eubject,—and I pray Go 
that our church may be cleared of this child of 
prejudice.——Pray for us. Yours, &c. 

Haavey Mixes. 
— — 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
ALABAMA. 


Cane Hill, Washington, Co. April 18, 1833. 

Dear Brother,—I have just returned from 
Crawford County, which is about forty-five miles 
south of this place, where I held a two days’ 
meeting ata preaching place, regularly occu- 
pied by an Episcopal itinerant preacher. After 
meeting I proposed making up.a class, and im- 
mediately there were eight persons united and 
adopted our Constitution and Book of Discip- 
line. Seven from the old church, and ene from 
the world—all heads of families. They tell me 
that some four or five will join at my next meet- 
ing there. I am happy to say that these people 
have * acta principle and not from pas- 
sion, aftertraving read our books and papers, 
and given. the subject of reform a fair — 
tion, as many of our brethren have done. Yet 
it is a matter of deep astonishment that not- 
withstanding the spangling rays of light eminat- | 
ing from the sun of righteousness, blazing all 
about us; yet there are many who shut their eyes 


against it, and are proclaiming liberty to the 
captives, while they themselves are the subjects 


jof bondage. Yet our cause is a glorious one 


and must prevail. I live within four miles of 
the western boundry line, — the Gad of truth 
and love is here and has blessed us a people. 

I think I am warrantable in saying that be- 
tween seventy and one hundred souls have been 
brought from darkness to light, through our in- 
strumentality, and our cause is stil] advancin 
shall I say it is like a tree, which has a small 
bough but strong roots. We are beaten by the 
.winds of persecution, but stand unshaken. Our 

worthy President has promised to visit us the 
ensuing fall, and attend a camp-meeting or two 
in Washington—may the Lord support him and 
bring him safe over, that he may help us. 
Yours, &c. Jacos Sexton. 


When we see men grow proud with the things 
of this life, let us in a holy kind of state, think 
of our happiness in heaven, and carry ourselves 
accordingly. If we see anything good in ‘the 
world, let us say to ourselves; This is not what 
[ look eas when we hear of any thing that is 
good, ssay, I can hear this, but antire the 
chief good; or when our knowledge increases of 
common things, This is not what I long for; but 
for. things “that eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 


pect to pass through tribulations, & e. but “‘if 


nor that ever entered into the heart of man.“ 


Whole Number 128. * John . Harres, 
~ * 
Forthe Methodist Protestant Ohureh. 
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For the Methodist Protestant, 
a FEW THOUGHTS, RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED 
TO THE METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH. 


| General Conference is approaching, 
P ——— of the church is naturally turned 
to the constitution. A few. alterations might 
be made to advantage, some of which have 
. been mentioned by several writers; bnt it is not 
probable that the general conferapoe will be au- 
thorized to make them at present, bus willhave 
to devote the coming session exclusively to the 
improvement of the discipline The weak 
points of the constitution, for the most part, 
ate not of very serious import, and u judicious 
administration may avoid every considerable 
embarrassment, till a subsequent session of the 
neral conference; in the interval of which, 
e annual conferences will have time to mature 
the constitution, and to recommend the needful 
alterations and amendments. — 

Great principles should guide us in all these 
deliberations. Our first solicitude should be, to 
inquire how our constitution and discipline 
could be made more strictly conformable to 
the New Testament of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. The second should be, how they 
can be more perfectly fitted to harmonize the 
body. We have our stationed and unstationed 
ministers,and our private members. W ith all these 
there should be an equality of privilege, a joint 
authority, and a concert of action. To set one 
great interest against another, is to break in 


sunder the bands of government; to make them 
mutually , and mutually check each other, 
is the great basis both of civil and ecclesiastical 
society. 


It is a matter of immense importance to our 
cause, for all our rules and regulations, to give 
to the ministry and the membership a joint au- 
thority in the exercise of all legislative, execu- 
tive and judiciary powers. No point should be 
left so unguarded, as to put it in the power of 
the ministry to act independently of the mem- 
bership, or the — to act independently 
of the ministry. To keep their authority mu- 
tually connected, and ins ble, should be our 
pole star, in all our official deliberations. To 
put all power into the hands of the ministry, is 
a great extreme; to put all into the hands of 
the laity is exactly its opposite; and therefore to 
connect those two orders together in the exer- 
cise of all church authority, is the medium 
which avoids both extremes, and promotes the 
wholesome and harmonious action of the church. 

In regatd to the definition of an Itinerant 
minister, as given in the constitution, the case 
stands thus: certain members of the convention 
stated that the pe of the church which they 
represented, had no travelling system, no cir- 
euits regularly formed; and that unless some- 
thing should be done to accommodate their con- 
dition, they could not be organized into an an- 
nual conference under the constitution. It was 
concluded, therefore, to define an itinerant min- 
ister, not from the extent of his circuit, or the 
amount of his travelling, but from his putting 
himself properly under the stationing authority 
of the conference. This would give the breth- 
ren authority to form their conference, to sta- 
don their ministers according to eircumstances, 

and to extend their work into a regular itine- 
rancy by degrees. And indeed the; definition 
is perfectly correct; for without it, all ministers 
in stations, both of our church and of the Me- 
thodist Episcopal church, would be excluded 
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the itinerancy. They are constituted itin- 
wind ministers, — by the extent of therr trav- 
els, but by their being subject to the stationing 
power. No difficulty can grow out of this mat- 
ter, and it need not be a subject of dispute. 
The constitution gives an annual conference, 
or its president, special authority to employ 
ministers to do limited service, for a limited 
time, which gives them a right to a travelling 
preacher’s allowance, in proportion to the 
time of service, but does not constitute them 
members of the conference. This can only be 
done by an act of the conference, receiving 
them regularly and 1 under its stationing 
authority. That is, as fully under this authority 
as any of its other itinerant munisters; equally 
subject to be periodically removed, according 
to the provisions of the constitution and dis- 
cipline. 
The most dangerous provision of our consti- 
tution, in my humble judgment, is that con- 
tained in the Sth article, which gives to three 
members of a general conference, or of an an- 
nual conference, the tremendous power of de- 
manding, that the ministers and laymen shall 
vote separately!“ 


In the very next item of the same article, 
when the yeas and nays are to be recorded, it 


can only be done at the call of one-fifth part of 


the members present,” while the truly awful 
power of separating the whole ministry and 
membership, is put into the hands of three men: 
if it be required by three members, the min- 
isters and laymen shall vote separately, and the 
concurrence of a majority of both classes of re- 
presentatives shall be necessary to constitute a 
vote of the conference!” The overwhelming 
press of business on the convention in Balti- 
more, is the only apology they can have, for 


letting such an astonishing provision escape 
them. 


The power of dividing the ministry from the 


membership, in a conference, is a provision of 


doubtful character in any event; and at allevents 
can be regarded only as a strong remedy, never 
to be costed except where there are manifest 
symptoms of some violent and threatening dis- 
order. I fear that day will be an eventful and 
portentous day to our connexion, when the first 
call shall be made, for such a division of votes 
in the general conference; and serious will be 


the responsibility of the three men who shall 
first require it.“ 


On the same ground, I heartily wish the fol- 
lowing proviso was forever stricken from the 
constitution: And provided, also, that it re- 
quire the affirmative vote of a majority of all 
the lay delegates present, as well as of a ma- 
jority of all the ministers present, to constitute 
the election of any representative to the general 
conference.’ Page 23. We have reason to 
dread all provisions of this character, either in 
the constitution or discipline, because of their 


tendency to put the different orders of the 


church in conflict and hostile array against each 
other. 


They are now mentioned, not in a way 
of complaint, but of precaution. O that we may 
be a wise people, who will constantly keep the 
great object in view, of „mutual rights,” of con- 
necting, harmonizing, cementing, and binding 
the different orders of the church together; that 
Our Opponents may never be able to point at 
us, and say, see another glaring example of 


men running into one extreme under the plau- 
sible pretence of avoiding another.” 


Bakrtuxus. 


t e 


— 


ON EXECUTIVE POWER. 


Mr. Editor,—I have selected the above mot- 
to because a private member of the Methodist 
Protestant church” in the last number of your 
paper, has taken it as the ground work of a few 
remarks which he has made,in view of the great 
necessity (as he supposes) of increasing the 
powers and extending the authority of our itin- 
erant ministers. He has very significantly de- 
nominated them “a central ſorce;F and with 
“some of our ablest writers,’ he has not only 
“avowed the sentiment by implication,” but 
unhesitatingly and ‘‘religiously’ declares that 
he believes we are in danger of anarchy:“ and 
in view of impending danger, he proposes a 
very grave question: What is to be done?“ 
while he promptly answers the interrogatory by 
saying, let the general conference be instruct- 
ed to furnish more and well-defined “ond to the 
executive departments of the church.” 

It will be admitted that the subject of discus- 
sion is one of vital importance—of growing in- 
terest; and it is worthy of the head and heart of 
‘a private member of the Methodist Protest- 
ant church:“ and in selecting a subject of such 
vast and growing interest to our Zion, he has 
evinced a zeal Aol commendable to himself 
asa member ofethe church. It is our duty— 
and we shall enter at once upon an examination 
of the subject; and though we may not see 
alike, we can nevertheless show our opinions, 
and after this leave the constituted authorities 
ofthe church when assembled, to decide in 
view of the point in dispute. 

I am free to say, that for one I begin to feel 
some degree of alarm. The sigus of the times 
are Ominous—they stand out in bold relief, and 
he that reads may (we think) understand these 
: signs. Notwithstanding some of our able 

writers avow the sentiment by implication, that 
we are in danger of anarthy,” and a private 
member of the Methodist Protestant church 
believes it most religiously,” it is our duty to 
1 reflect—to deliberate most seriously 
fore we determine upon recommending “the 
eneral conference to furnish more well- 
fined power to the executive departments of 
our church.“ We are verging fast to a crisis; 
and it behoves our people to mark well and true 
the signs of the times—to be wide awake; as 
in a moment least expected, and in a way 
not looked for—their rights and privileges, 
dearly bought and paid for, will be wrested out 
of their hands; and that by more and well- | 
defined power furnished to the executive de- 
partments of our church.” Let us not be de 
ceived by names; at best they-are but arbitrary 
Signs; they will neither make us good nor 
bad: a bondman is a slave, by whatever name 
he is kuown: and we hazard nothing in say- 
ing, that there is more danger of the people 
sliding into a state of unbending despotism, than 
of verging toa condition of unbridled anarchy. 
Extremes are dangerous—they should be avoid- 
ed—there is a middle ground. A prudent 
man, foreseeing,the evil, hideth himself.” The 
history of the church will furnish. melancholy 
proofs of the fact, that priests will rule and tha 
people too easily submit to a condition of servi- 
tude. This should admonish us. | 

Let an itinerant minister be heard as well as 

“a private member.” I left the old church of 


choice, not of necessity: it was from a consci- 
entious belief that there was too much 

vested in a few; and that this power was likely 
to destroy not only the liberty, but purity of the 


——-— For the Methodist Protestant. 
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| . Shall we live to see the same farce 
ee by those of another name? Like 
causes produce like effects. Let every member 
of the church examine well the nature aud extent 
of “power” alreadyplaced in the handsof our itin- 
erant ministers, and then ask the question, and 
answer with candor, is there a want of central 
force,’ as some imagine? The lion may sleep 
when not disturbed; but if he be roused he will 
shew that he is not wanting in strength or 
purpose. “The march of power is onward, 
and its tremendous tendency is to accu- 
mulate:“ so said Emory, Waugh and others; 
and these are living monuments of the truth of 
the sentiment. Every day’s experience and 
observation demonstrate the fact, that power 
will more effectually blind the understanding— 
pervert the judgment, and blunt the moral sen- 
sibilities of the soul than wealth. Let us there- 
fore, be careful where and how we place it, and 
to whom it is entrusted: let us not think because 
we have laid down the great landmarks of chris- 
tian liberty, that therefore we are safe: these 
landmarks may be removed by sacrilegious 
hands— powers well defined” may be miscon- 
strued and perverted to the no small annoyance 
of the church. All history proves that the peo- 
ple are more willing to bear and suffer injuries 
than to resist encroachments on their rights. 
Let us profit by the past, and endeavor to 
strengthen the bands of reform by taking from 
the “executive department“ of the church 
whatever power“ belongs to the members: and 
carefully «edefine” those powers which, of ne- 
cessity, must be vested in the itinerant ministry, 
so that these powers be not misunderstood or 
so explained, as to defeat the very intentions of 
the powers of the charter of our religious free- 
dom, as achurch. You may say my fears are 
groundless—that such suspicions should not 
exist; and that these remarks may wake up feel- 
ings of resentment. Be it so: 1 have counted 
the cost; and by the help of God shall resist 
every effort towards the establishment of priest- 
ly power, at the expense of the people’s rights. 

ho would ever have thought that a Metho- 
dist Protestant itinerant would have claimed 
and exercised the power of “‘filling the pulpits“ 
according to his own whim or caprice, and not 
“according to the regulation of the quarterly 
conference of the circuit or station?“ Why 
sir, if such a construction of the discipline be 
true, I ask, where is the difference between 
the powers of an old side and a new side itin- 
erant? and where the difference in point of vas- 
salage between the members of the two church- 
es? If an itinerant minister of the Methodist 
Protestant Church possesses and exercises the 
power of saying who shall, or shall not offi- 
ciate in the church as ministers,‘then our writ- 
ing—our speaking—all our doings as a people 
have been a farce—a solemn nothing—a piece 
of mockery: we have been running at uncer- 
tainties“—“ fighting as those who beat the air;”’ 
and after suffering the loss of reputation so far 
as ecclesiastical excommunication is concerned, 
what have we gained? An empty show—a 
mere bubble. If so be, the people are to build 
churches and erect pulpits, for an itinerant 
minister to say who shall or shall not preach in 
said pulpits. I am aware, that there are but 
few itinerants who would have the hardihood 
to brave public opinion, so far as to claim or 
exercise such unwarrantable powers: and there 
are, I trust, but few. members of our church 
who will ever be found willing to purchase peace 
at so dear a rate as that of sacrificing rights 
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The moment ever a people evince the want of 
moral courage to resist unjustifiable innovations 
upon their rights, that very moment they part 
with their birthright, and Jay the foundation for 
the exercise of a power which will be subversive 
of christian liberty; and instead of handing down 
to posterity rights sacred and inviolable, which 
have been purchased at a dear price, we shall 
leave our children such a legacy as will but ill 
accord with what ought to be expected, in view 
of the circumstances under which we came into 
existence asachurch. I will state a case for 
the sake of illustration: a people purchase a 
house for religious worship—form themselves 
into a religious community—adopt our consti- 
tution and discipline—send up their delegate to 
our annual conference—a superintendent is 
sent to them by the conference—they meet, in 
order to make rules and regulations in view of 
the meeting house and pulpit—the superintend- 
ent declares the whole to be out of order— 
claims the sole power to control the pulpit— 
that is to fill it according to his own views 
they remonstrate; they plead precedents—he 
disregards and publicly declares his contempt for 
all 8 plead an elementary prin- 
ciple: ‘‘The church has a right to form and en- 
force such rules and regulations as are in ac- 
cordance with the holy scriptures, and may be 
necessary to carry into effect the great system 
of practical christianity.— They insist, that to 
carry into effect the great system of practical 
christianity,’’ it is necessary that the quarter- 
ly conference,. being well acquainted with the 
wants and wishes of the church and congrega- 
tion, and with the talents and standing of the 
ministers among them, should be consulted in 
the distribution of ministerial help; arguing also 
the impropriety of such a power being alto- 
gether in the hands of the superintendent; as 
in such case he might refuse to solicit and bring 
into requisition the help of other ministers, and 
thus deprive the church of valuable and indis- 
pensable services; and also he might employ 
other helps, which would defeat the purposes 
for which a gospel ministry has been established. 
—They plead a constitutional provision: ‘‘That 
each quarterly conference is vested with power 
to examine into the official character of all its 
members, and to admonish or reprove, as occa- 
sion may require,” and plead the utter futility 
of this provision on any other ground than 
of ministers exercising themselves in pastoral 
duties, as much as ches can consistently with 
their other engagements.’’ Now how isan un- 
stationed minister to be accountable for the 
exercise of his talents or the discharge of his 
ministerial duty to the quarterly conference, if 
that body, nor yet the minister himself has any 
right to say when, where, or how often he shall 

reach?—They plead the principle of common 
justice, that they should have a voice in saying 
who shall assist the superintendent in “filling 
the pulpits, and also of saying how often he 
shall officiate. Take any other view of the sub- 
ject, and on what, into what a dilemma we 
should fall. If it be for the superintendent, 
independent of any rule or regulation of the 
church to fill the pulpit, or cause it to be filled, 
he may keep every unstationed and itinerant 
minister out of the pepe he pleases, and he 
may thrust into it who he pleases; so that for 


the time being, the other ministers and’ the 
members of the church are indebted to his cour- 
tesy for the use of the pulpit.—Blessed reform!!! 
Besides, according to this construction, he 
need never preach if he sees fit to decline; all 


which are legitimate and unquestionable. ~~ 
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What a wonderful reform! . This indeed would 
be a prostitution of the name of christian free- 
‘dom; and the establishment of priestly domina- 
tion to a proverb. Did it enter into the mind 
of any minister or member of the convention 
that — birth to the Methodist Protestant 
church, thaa n Passing the rule noticed, such a 
oonstruetio id have been given to their act, 
as to deprit@ the people of all power, in view 
of pulpit arrangements? Certain Iam, the great 
majority of the members would have never given 
their votes to sanction such a measure. * 
But suppose that by some means or other the 
discipline of the church had failed to define 
well the powers of the executive department; 
nay, suppose further, the discipline had given 
the superintendent full power to keep out and 
take into the pulpit whoever he please of the itin- 
erant and unstationed ministers and preachers; 
who would wish to take the responsibility of 
such an exercise of power without consulting 
the brethren and acting in concert with the 
quarterly conference? No man ought to think 
himself competent to such an undertaking. 
Above all things a superintendent should blus 
to say he “disregarded the opinion and views 
of those who framed, and assisted in framing; 
a provision of the discipline,” so doubtfully 
worded as to give rise to conflicting opinions 
between not only ministers and members of the 
church, but even of the members of the conventi- 
on. Laws of doubtful interpretation should not be 
rigidly enforced or pertinaciously adhered to, by 
either the executive or subordinate departmentsof 
the charch.—There should be a yielding disposi- 
tion, particularly on the part of the Executive. 
They who receive a righteous compensation ‘for 
their labor, should be willing to have their ser- 
vices distributed according to the wishes of the 
church; ministers, or servants,” not Lords over 
God's heritage. Whenever pastoral visits are 
prostituted to secure the passage of favorite 
measures, and open resistance be threatened to 
the passage of a resolution, though it might re- 
ceive the sanction of the majority: such resist- 
ance should meet with a prompt and severe 
rebuke, In conclusion, I would suggest the 
following improvement or alteration to the rule 
on the duties of the superintendent,” page 50, 
sect. I: It shall be the duty of the quarterly 
conference of a circuit or station, by the’ ap- 
pointment of a committee or otherwise, to adopt 
measures to have the pulpits supplied with min- 
isterial helps; and it shall be the duty, of the 
superintendeat of the circuit or station to fill 
the pulpits, or have them filled, in accordance 
with the regulations of said conference.” 


For the Methodist Protestant. 

Seaford, Delaware, May 14, 1833. 

Mr. Editor,—I was among the first that em- 
braced and fostered reform in this part of the 
country, and I have suffered my full share of per- 
secution from the Methodist mg dn Church 
from her bishop to her lowest member. They 
have not only used their utmost effort to blast 
my christian character, but to prevent, as far as 
possible, m ing along in a pecuniary point 
of view. Have boasted they would break — 
me down: ofcourse our ministers could not get 
a maintenance in this plage, and our Reform 
must go down. All this hag not moved me.— 
The Lord has been out defender and protector. 
With deep solicitude, I have. watched. the 
movements of our infant church, by day, and 


— 


he has to do is to dee that “the pulpit is filled.” 
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dreamed of her by night. We have toiled, and 
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her rising glory; but 
crepancy of her min 
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you as one of the convention: eue, the con- 
vention understood it so, arid 80. A brother 
over the signatute of a member of the convention 
tells us it is clearly understood thus and s0.— 
Laicus lets us know how it should be under. 
stood. Brother W. W. H. informs us, that had 
it have been otherwise than he has explained it, 
“thad he have been able, he would have hurled 
seven thunders,” we hope some lighining upon 
it.“ A member of the convention replies, not so, 
brother Hill has not given the true explanation. 
Now, by what, or how are we to understand it? 
After all their explanations, and wishes, and 
thunder, and lightning: We say, how are we to 
understand our rights, or privileges, in any oth- 
er way, than is laid down in the constitution and 
discipline: this we read for ourselves; there we 
want to see our rights and privileges declared ih 
unequivocal language. You, as one of the 
convention, will you be so kind as +o give us 
our Opinion, what the rights and privileges of 
heal or unstationed ministers in the Methodist 
P. Church are, and how far they extend. To 
which we answer—dear brethren, the question 
at issue betwixt the itinerant and local or un- 
stationed ministers, is a very Critical one, and 
may produce an awful crisis. It was generally 
understood, before the convention that local 
ministers, were to have an equal representation 
in the church: and it was contended, that the 
mame, as well as the relation, with respect to 
their nonin in the M. E. church should be 
changed. Well the name was changed, and the 
relation only in part! With respect to the name 
it was chan from local to unstationed: and 
what have they gained by the change? If they 
are not permitted to deliberate in the councils 
of the church they are local still. It is said 
“they are are a component part of the quarter- 
ly K a seat in the general con- 
ference, Go. &c. this is a great privi / the 
have gained.“ As to the — panier 
ly conference, we know, we have gained noth- 
there. 
0 will endeavor, calmly to lay before you 
our opinion with respect to the rights and privi- 
leges of unstationed ministers in the general 
conference of the M. P. Church—see constitu- 
tion. page 22, sec. 2. The general conference 
shall consist of an equal number of ministers 


and laymen... The ratio of representation from | 


each district, shall be one minister and one lay- 
man for every thousand persons in full member- 
ship; provided, however, that any district which 
may not have one thousand members shall be 
entitled to two representatives, one minister and 
one layman, until a different ratio shall be fixed 
by the general conference.” : | 

Section 8d. An electoral college is to be held, 
composed of the itinerant ministers and dele- 
— 1. e. laymen belonging to the annual con- 
— of — ho is not under 
ing authority o Conference, pro- 
vided, there such, lem eac 
hon Within the limits of the district. The min- 
ister thus ‘added from each circuit and station. 


shall be elected at the time, and plage of hold: 


img the quarterly conference, hy the ministers in | 


his circuit ‘or station, not under: the #tationin 
authority of the annual conference. To elect 
them it mast be by the affir 


promote | jo 
when we behold the dis- 
isters, Oar feet have well 
| | composed of two 
in, the 
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ences: our brethren read them they say to me, 
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tity of all the lay delegates present, as well as 
of u majority of all the ministers present. 

We see thet, that the general conference is 
parts only: First, ministers, 
neither stationed or unstationed, are designated; 
ot whether they are to be mixed, equal, or all 
on one side. condly, laymen, these are pro- 

ly defined laymen. 

* ow let us see how wnstationed or local 
ministers have any chance, or privilege or ex- 
pectatioa to enjoy an equal representation in 
the general confetence. We shall endeavor to 
show this in the following manner: The elec- 
toral college is to be composed of all the or- 
daitied itinerant ministers properly ander the 
stationing atithority of the conference, and that 
can be efficiently employed; and of laymen. To 
make this electoral college complete, a third, 
called anstationed minister is to be added in the 
following way: at the next quarterly meeting 
conference, pteceding the annual conference 
next preceding the general conference, the un- 
stationed ministers (if any) are to elect one not 
ander the stationing power of the annual con- 
ference. In that electoral college, it is required 
that a majority of all the ministers present, as 
well all the laymen present, to elect a delegate 
to the general conference. 

Let us next take a view of the circuits, sta- 
tions, and districts. We will select two annual 
conferences: one with the highest, and one with 
the lowest number of —2 and ministers. 
Say Ohio conference contains eight thousand 
members, of course she will be entitled to six- 
teen. delegates, eight ministers, and eight lay- 
men. Well she numbers forty itinerant, and 
one hundred unstationed ministers. We sup- 
she has twenty circuits and stations; to 
equally divide the unstationed ministers among 
them, there would be five to each. Now for 
the procedure at an election at a quarterly con- 
ference: there are five, one of them is elected 
to the electoral college, making in all 20. Just 
one half the number of itinerants. Probably the 
— college ſor Ohio conſerence will stand 
thus:— 

Stationed ministers 40; laymen 40; unstation- 
ed ministers 20. The conference will be en- 
titled to 16 delegates; 8 ministers, and 8 laymen. 
It will take (on the majority plan) 41 minis- 
ters to elect a delegate to the getieral confer- 
ence. Can the unstationed ministers with only 
20 expecttoelect one. It will require 21 lay- 
men to elect one in conjunction with the 4] 
stationed ministers. Is it to be expected that 
laymen will vote for an unstationed minister, 
when a stationed one is on the carpet, and 
an unstationed one kept out of the annual con- 
ference. We see there is a large majority, 40 
itinerant ministers and 40 laymen against 20 
unstationed ministers in the college. There 
can be no expectation of an unstationed minis- 
ter going to the general conference from Ohio 
conference. 

Next we notice Alabama conference: this 
conference has 29 stationed ministers, one un- 
stationed, 923 members, and 8 circuits. This 
conference is entitled to two delegates, one min- 
ister, and one layman. In the electoral college 
they will stand thus: unstationed ministers 29; 
lay delegates 29; unstationed ministers 1. The 
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conference is entitled to two delegates, 1 min- 


ister, and 1 layman. 
Now for the vote: it must take 16 votes of 
ministers, and 15 laymen to elect à delegate to 
general conference. If it is called for by 3 


onter members, the votes must 
mative vote of u ma- 18 


ders, t be separately taken.— 
appose the unstationed brother should be put 


— 


in nomination, 
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and two stationed men put in 
nomination also, ten vote for his favorite, eight 
for his, the balance eleven, vote for the unste- 
tioned brother, hé cannot be elected, because 
thete is not a majority, even on the supposition 
that all the laymen vote for him: nor is it rea- 
sonable to suppose that a majority would vote 
for him, who had just dropped in among them 
fot a few houts, merely to compose (in part) the 
electoral college. 

Probably at the next general conference, the 
different annual conferences will be entitled at 
least to the following ratio of delegates: 


Conferences. S. Ministers. Unstationed. Laymen. 
Ohio 8 4 4 8 
Maryland 1 3 
Pennsylvania 2 1 1 2 
New York 2 1 1 2 
Tennessee 1 
Alabama 1 1 1 
Genesee 1 1 1 
Virginia 1 
Vermont 1 1 1 
Carolina 
Massachusetts 1 1 1 
N. V. & L. C. 1 1 1 
Total, 21 14 7 24 


The above is only a probable conjecture of 
what may take place on the recommendation of 
a few individuals, that the conferences would 
send one half of unstationed ministers. We 
look on these recommendations as merely gra- 
tuitous. Some of the brethren appear to take 
the horrors dreadfully at the idea of unstationed 
ministers being admitted to have a seat in the 
annual conference—say they ‘‘it would break 
down with itsown weight.“ We look upon the 
unstationed ministry as the main scaffolding to 
our scriptural building, without them the itin- 
erant ministry cannot cover that building: one 
cannot say to the other I have no need of you.— 
We say without fear of contradiction, the local 
ministry have done more than any other set of 
men to get houses built, to raise up, and keep 
classes together, both in the old and new church. 

Perhaps by this time you are ready to ask what 
it is we want now? Nothing, brethren, but an 
equal representation. This is all we ask; this is 
what we first set out for; this is what we say 
we must have. 


Yours, &c. WILLIAM Morcan. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
THE LIGHT OF NATURE AND REVELATION. 


The word light, when used figuratively, sig- 
nifies the knowledge of truth; by nature, we 
mean the works of creation; and by revelation, 
the Almighty’s supernatural instructions. 

Now we ask, do the works of creation, or do 
they not, convey a knowledge of truth to the 
human understanding? No one, it is presumed, 
will have the boldness to deny it. Our Creator 
as much intended that his handy work should 
convey instruction to mind, as that it should be 
fitted to the support of animal existence. And 
for what purpose did he communicate this in- 
struction? Certainly, that truth might lead his 
intelligent creatures to do right, that they might 
be happy. The same design, and no different 
one, is manifest in the gift of revelation. If 
nature ‘and revelation contradict each other, it 
must follow, either that they proceeded from 
different authors, e that the one living and true 
God contradicts himsefſt. 

Nature alone is sufficient, cries the deist; and 
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a fore revelation is unnecessary. The chris- without nature, how could there be an ear to] firmament sheweth hi work. (ns. | 
den is here puzzled, and thinks there is no way | hear? It addresses itself to the sense of seeing, For the — — F Him (ps. —. 
ok answering such a powerſul 3 but by] and without the eye which nature furnishes, how | seen, being understood — the thi that are 
insisting that nature gives us no light whatever. | could any person see? made, even his eternal power and ” 
The moon shines clearly, says an ignoramus, But it is objected, that however clearly the (Rom. 1, 20.) “But I say unto. you, love your 
therefore the light of the sun is unnecessary.— | creation speaks, mankind are deplorably prone | enemies,—that ye may be the children of your 
At this another sagely concludes that such à to mistake its voice. Behold the condition of| Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun 
demonstration cannot be refuted, but by insist- the Pagan world, and see what the light of na- Ito rise on the,evil.and on the good, and sendeth 
ing that the moon does not shine at all. II ture has done! And after doing so, then survey | rain on the. don the unjust.” (Matt. 6, 44, 
Heathens can be saved by the light of nature, the events of the tenth, eleventh and twelvth 45.) Thus wer have the clear testimony of our 
says one, then revelation is not essential to sal-| centuries, and see what the light of revelation r, Ahat the works of creetion, the in- 
vation. This argument overwhelms the eccle-| has done. If the first is a demonstration against | uence of the sun „and the showers of rain, 
siastical powers; and they conclude there is no the light of God's works, the second is a de- prove not only the existence, but also the be- 
way to save Christianity, but at the immense] monstration, equally conclusive, against the] nevolent character of God. Let, however, an 
expense of devoting three-fifths of mankind to] light of His word. We are very liable, and as] infallible priesthood have supreme dominion 
unavoidable destruction. Let it only be admit-| some think, are even necessitated, to mistake | over the world, and all such es can be 
ted that the great Author of human existence | the voice of God in his works; and in proof of| easily explained away. Buta candid exercise 
resolved to damn to all eternity a majority of| it, an appeal is made to the condition of the l of our reflecting faculties will enable us to per- 
our race, for being surrounded with circum-| Heathen world. | ceive in the works and the word of God, the 
stances in which he himself had placed them,] But is the condition of the Catholic world| same power, the same authority, the same design, 
and this is thought to be a solid foundation, on] any better? Dr. Campbell gave it as his opinion | the same tendency; and to view them in opposi- 
which divine revelation may be defended! that the form of religion established in Spain, | tion to each other, is like the ancient doctrine 
But granting, says the objector, that nature] was worse than any species of Pagan idolatry.| of the Manichees, that there are. two eternal 
affords some knowledge of truth, yet it does] Then if this affords no argument against Chris- Gods, the one good and the other evil; one the 
not afford knowledge enough. It affords as] tianity, as it certainly does not, neither do the | author of light and truth, the other of darkness 
much, however as God intended: some are] corrupt systems of the Heathens afford any | and deception. Divine revelation, indeed,gives 
placed under the dispensation of nature; others | against the light of nature. The blame all falls larger instruction, and is enforced by higher 
under that of Moses and the prophets; and upon man; and God is justified in his sayings, | sanctions, than nature; but there is between 
others under the light of Christianity. You say and clear when he judges. _ them as perfect harmony, as there is in the 
this proves Christianity unnecessary, because] Supernatural instruction was delivered to] rious and eternal mind of the Deity. And the 
Heathens may be saved. If so, it equally proves] Adam, to Noah, and to others, and through them gospel is sent to the Heathens,not to oxcuse their 
Christianity unnecessary, because men could be to all mankind; whereby they were prepared, neglect of the light of nature, but to show their 
saved under the dispensation of Moses and the through the advantages of society, and of par- deep obligation to obey it; for it is the God of 
prophets. We defy the ingenuity of man to ental instruction, to acquire a saving knowledge nature, and no other being, who speaks to man- 
set aside the consequence, that if this plea for of God and of their duty. Since then, God has} Kind in the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
our religion requires the damnation of all the] been pleased at various times, and in divers Orrs. 
Heathens, it equally requires that of all the] manners, to give us additional light, which con- 
Jews, who lived before our Saviour's coming |tinually affords increasing evidence of the har- * 
into the world. For if men could be saved un- mony of his works and his word; and to set he? } 
der the light of the Old Testament, then it fol-] these in opposition to each other, as though they COMPOSITION OF ANNUAL CONFERENCES. 
lows, that the New Testament is not essential competes from different Gods, or as though the 
to salvation. eity unaccountably contradicted himself, is a4 Mr. Editor,—I find by loeking over your 2 
It is objected again, that though nature is] branch of priest-craft that ought to be hooted| per, that a great number of articles hea ed 
calculated in itself to afford instruction, yet] out of the Christian world. The secret of the] Co ition of Annual Conferences,” have 
mankind cannot receive that instruction, till as-| plan is to have the Bible alone, with an order of | been published, in which uestions have been 
sisted by revelation. That nature and revela-| infallible expounders, from whose decision there asked, answers given, and various views and 
tion mutually illustrate and support each other, | is to be no appeal; and, to prevent their dogmas opinions unfolded by individuals over the fic- 
is admitted; but that any will be devoted to eter- | from being brought to the light, it must be given | tious signatures of “Itinerant, A Member of 
nal perdition for being deprived of christianity, | out, that ignorance is the mother of devotion, the Convention,“ Laicus, &c. With the 
we cannot admit; because it charges our God | and reason is the greatest enemy to faith. This, | free and indiscriminate discussion of subjects 1 
with an awful tyranny, which is as inconsistent | though some good men appear not to be aware have always been much delighted; and fill 
with his word as it is with the dictates of nature of it, is the deep origin of the prevailing senti- | ore especially so, when the subject of discug- 
itself. ment, that reason and common sense are to be sion related to religion, or was of general in- 
But suppose a child should be reared in the | despised, and the Bible to be set in opposition | terest. The . of the component parts of 
woods from his birth, without any education, | to the visible works of God. our annual conferences is very important, and 
what information could he receive from the light} There is great uncertainty, it is said, in the | of general interest; therefore desire to be in- 
of nature? And suppose you put the Bible into] numberless theories which man forms upon the dulged with foe to give my © mion 
the hands of such a child, pray what instruction | supposed light of nature. And shall it be for-] also, concerning it: at the same time 2 
could he receive from the light of revelation?— | gotten, mean time, how many theories have been confess, that I am truly sorry to find so * 
The truth is, God had established society, and] formed upon the Bible? Shall we carefully keep | darkness and obscurity cast tag Bes ate hat 
parental education, to prepare us to receive in- | out of view, the dark systems professedly de- 1s, in itself, so clear as this is. The WN 
struction, either from the one mode of divine tived from the scriptures, which have never been | tion of our annual conferences is so clear 2 
communication, or ſrom the other. surpassed in absurdity 1 any order of Pa- fined in our r ee on 
Man without suitable training from inſancy, gans. But how do the inspired writers them-|!2 Connexion with ote yr’ * ma yer 
would be a savage, who could receive no spirit-| selves determine this matter? They do it as fol- | by a majority of two-thi 1 dj ; P. ratte * ol 
ual benefit either from the visible works of God, | lows: I will remember the works of the Lord: the convention, (see Met belie f gh N d 
or from his inspired word. It this furnishes an I will meditate also of all thy works and talk of| 1. No. 32,) wre rag th N . 
argument against the creation of God, it ſurnish- thy doings.” (Psalms 77, 11, 12,) „1 meditate | pable of * 4 1 9 . 4 
es one equally conclusive, against the sufficien-| on all thy works; I muse on the works of thy] they appear 5; * Pilon sa th tha dacien of 
cy of revelation: for if an individual needs train- hands.“ (Ps. 143, ö.) I consider thy heavens, | the eee mn Nadi 0 a of 
ing, in order to understand the one, he equally | the work of thy fingers, the moon add the stars the convent as i b th have 8 carefully 
needs it, in order to understand the other. which thou hast ordained.” (ps. 8, 3.) „They three in 
Without revelation vou say, there could be (the wicked) regard not the work of the Lord, | Keptasundsr, es. in minds of dome of vour 
no light of nature; and without the visible works neither consider the operations of his hands. much perp * subject. ‘This arises fo 2 g 
tf Ged, we reply, there could be no revelation. | (Isa. 5, 12.) But why are the works of God to readers, 3 * hh te whieh vour dar- | 
For miracles are the support of revelation; and be considered? Because they not only prove his amore ei, r os to you. 
without nature, how could there be miracles? existence, but also declare his moral character. The thi 12 7 reſer to. are: What rule the cen- 
tion addresses itself to the beating: and! The hear ens declare the glory of God, and the The thinge the gan-. 
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vention made: The opinion of some individuals; 
and what the convention should have done. By 
the rule that is made we ate to be governed till 
it be legally altered, and not by the opinions of 


individuals, or by what the convention ought to 
have done. To know and understand the rule 
to regulate annual conferences, it is only neces- 
to turn to page 20 of the discipline, where 
we are told, “the annual conferétice shall be 
composed of all the ordained ‘ififietant ministers 
belonging to the district; that is, all ‘ministers 
properly under the stationing authority of the 
conference; and of one delegate from each cir- 
cuit and station for each of its itinerant minis- 
ters. On this I would observe: Ist. The con- 
ference is to be composed of ministers and an 
equal number of laymen. Concerning this, I 
apprehend there is no dispute. 2d. The min- 
isterial members are described by three distinct 
features of character, which must all meet in 
one minister to constitute him a member of 
conference; viz. he must be ordained;—must be 
an itinerant; and must be properly under the 
stationing outhority of the conference. Res- 
pecting ordination, there is no difference of 
opinion. The word itinerant, signifies one who 
has no fixed residence, but is continually trav- 
elling from place to place, as every one knows 
that is acquainted with our English dictionaries. 
And this is the common usage of the term when 
applied to a Methodist preacher; as every well- 
informed Methodist can attest. Consequently, 
it cannot, in our constitution, mean one that is 
confined to a factory, work-bench, drugstore, or 
any other local worldly calling, Therefore, no 
man in any of these situations can, with any 
shew of propriety, claim a seat in an annual 
conference as an itinerant minister. To be 
under the stationing authority of the conference, 
most obviously means one who gives up his secu- 
lar concerns and submits himself entirely to the 
disposal of the conference, to be appointed to 
any circuit or station in the district, subject to 
be removed annually to any other part of the 
district, as the conference may see proper. No 
man, who previously stations himself in his own 
mercantile store, factory, farm, or the like situa- 
tion, and that openly and independently of the 
conference, can. with any shew of truth, claim 
aseat in the conference on the ground of its 
being properly under the stationing authority: 
hor can his name be given to the public on the 
minutes of annual eonferences, as an itinerant 
minister, properly under the stationing authority 
of the conference, without manifest misrepre- 
sentation. Indeed, he may perhaps be partially, 
or improperly under the stationing authority, 
but he cannot be wholly or entirely under it; 
hence, by this rule he is deprived of a seat. 
From all this, it appears obvious to me, that no man 
who will not give himself exclusively to the work 
of the ministry, to be stationed an y place the con- 
ference may think fit, can sit as a member 
in conference without violating the constitution 
of our church. I therefore cordially concur in 
the explanation of the component parts of the 
annual conference, given in the 13th No. of the 
Methodist Protestant, by ‘A Member of the 
2 para I consider it the common 
caning of all we have in the,constituti 
and conventional proceedings on the 0 N 
‘ Your worthy correspondent “WW. W. H. in 
giving his views of this 
ed the discussions 
law laid down by 
Furthermore, ‘he seems dis 
explanation of the rule fo 
rule itself. By this me 


subject, has sadly blend- 
of the convention with the 
that body for our government. 
posed to give us his 
ra law, and not the 
mod of working, we 


ceptation of the terms. 
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might have as many laws as there are men! 
His mixing the conventional discussions with 
the law laid down is particularly manifest, where 
he charges A member of the Convention with 
misunderstanding the design of the convention 
in rejecting the resolution brought forward bya 
member from Baltimore.“ What particular de- 
sign any member or number of members had in 
rejecting the motion, is a matter of no conse- 
quence to us. We know they did reject it with 
a majority of two-thirds. And this circum- 
stance sufficiently determines what were the 
views of the convention respecting the compo- 
nent parts of the annual conferences. 

On this subject another correspondent by the 
name of Laicus, remarks: There is one plain 
way to settle all these disputable points; and 
that is, for each conference to decide for itself, 
with the consent of all the parties concerned. 
This liberty we are sure—quite sure, the con- 
vention granted.” To this I reply: there are 
several brethren not sure the convention grant- 
ed any such thing to the annual conferences. 
I, for one, am not sure of it. There is not one 
word in the constitution or discipline that goes 
to say so; nor even so far as to insinuate such 
an idea. On the contrary, there is a specific 
rule which minutely describes the method of 
forming annual conferences; and there is a law 
to dismember the church that does not conform 
to the constitution and disciplinary regulations. 
Then, according to consistency and the clearest 
analogy, that conference which is not formed 
waa must be cut off by the general 
conference. If, by the plural pronoun “we,” 
Laicus meant himself exclusively, I would 
wish to ask him through the medium of your 
paper, by what means he was assured the con- 
vention granted the annual conferences the 
liberty of forming themselves, as the majority of 
those claiming seats might think most expedient. 
As I am fully satisfied that every man that is 
not greatly prejudiced, ought to know, that no 
minister who does not give himself up unreser- 
vedly to the work of the ministry can, constitu- 
tionally, sitas a member in our annual conferen- 
ces. I will give a few reasons why, in my opinion, 
no local preacher can hold a seat there consistent- 
ly with the safety of the itinerancy. But before I 
proceed to this, it may be necessary to observe, that 
although some of our worthy brethren say we 
have no local preachers in our church, and to 
prove which, they say the word never occurs in 
our discipline; yet I use the word because I 
think it the most appropriate word I can find. 
Local, means one place. Preachers who do 
not labor as itinerants, preach in one place, or 
neighborhood; consequently, they are local 
preachers. Stationed and unstationed are not 
proper or suitable expressions to designate our 
ministers by. The former is, in the discipline, 
applied to an itinerant, and the latter to one 
that is stationary; contrary to the common ac- 
All are stationed, or 
placed on circuits or particular places, either by 
themselves or by the conference: but I am not 
tenacious about words; it is with the thing and 
not the name I am concerned. However, I 
think the terms regular and secular would be 
much more expressive of the true character of 
the ministers; as all those who are totally given 
up to the work of the ministry and are in the 
employ of the conference, are regular ministers; 
while those who are not thus wholly given up to 
the service of the church, are generally engaged 
in some worldly business, and are, therefore, secu- 
lar ministers, These two descriptions of regular 
and sécular clergy appeared first in the church 
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of Rome, when er | created broils and tumults 
almost without end. They next appeared in 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, where they 
are continually jarring and contending for the 
victory over each other. And lastly, in the 19th 
century they have appeared in the Methodist 
Protestant church, and not without their usual 
contentions. Now, as these two orders exist 
among us, it is our business to make the best of 
an unfortunate circumstance, and do the best 
we can for the general good. But, is it best 
that all should sit in the annual conferences? 
Certainly not: for then three distinct parties 
would compose the conferences, whose inter- 
est would be distinct and separate,which would 
undoubtedly produce continual confusion. 

I would say the local preachers should not 
be permitted to sit as regular members, in the 
annual conferences, for the following reasons. 


Ist. Because it arms them with as much 
power as the bishops of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church ever possessed: to make this evident, 
we have only to observe, that an equal number 
of delegates with the itinerant ministers, make 
an equilibrium in the conference: let one, or 
more local preachers come in, and the equili- 
brium is destroyed, and the whole conference 
is turned as the local preachers please! 


2d. Because it defeats the true design of re- 
form, by transferring that arbitrary power which 
was so grievous in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, from the bishops to the local preach- 
ers, instead of annihilating it. An evil is an 
evil as long as it exists, whether it be deposited 
in one man or ten. 


dd. Because it puts the stationing of the itin- 
erants entirely in the hands of the local preach- 
ers. This is evident by their putting in whom 
they please for president, and then vesting him 
with the stationing authority. Furthermore, it 
deprives the itinerants of the benefit of a very 
important privilege afforded by the discipline, 
viz: the right of an appeal. If this be made, it 
is to the source from whence the ground of 
complaint arose, consequently, its true intent 
is defeated. ® 

4th. Because it is subversive of Mutual 
Rights,“ and an establishment of a species of 
injustice; inasmuch as it puts the temporal con- 
cerns of the itinerant into the hand of the lo- 
cal preacher, while the temporal affairs of the 
latter are not in any degree in the hands of the 
itinerant, The itinerants’ worldly circumstances 
are at stake, and can be disposed of almost any 
way, by a vote of conference, or by the station- 
ing authority. But the local preachers worldly 
affairs run no risk, are not jeopardized at all.— 
Now, I cannot see how a local preacher can, 
consistently with justice, truth, or mutual rights, 
insist on having the control of the worldly con- 
cerns of the itinerant, while he will not allow 
the itinerant to have an equal control in the 
disposal of his worldly affairs. Brethren, con- 
sider this impartially. 

5th. Because it establishes a principle in 
church polity which is contrary to that which 
was established in the primitive church of Christ. 
In the present case the local preachers have the 
appointing’ of the itinerant ministry to their 
respective circuits; but in the pure age of the 
church the itinerating ministry gave appoint- 
ments to the-stationary or local ministry, as all 
may perceive who will consult the New Testa: 
ment on this subject. If we expect the appro- 
bation of the Divine Being, it must be in pursu- 
ing that course which he has prescribed and not 
in one which is directly opposed to his plan. 
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6th. Because 


it will necessarily produce such 
a State of affairs as will utterly overthrow the 
itinerating system, and degrade it toa miserable 
and dry State of congregationalism; then fare- 
well to prosperity and increase. If the con- 
vention, a general council, or a general confer- 
ence, were to decree or determine ten thousand 
times over, that the local preachers should sit 
in conference, it would not make it right they 
should. The council of Trent, by decreeing 
that the Apocrypha was equal with the inspired 
scripture, did not make it so. Error is error 
still, notwithstanding the number of its votaries 
or of its adherents. It is plain to me that no- 
thing short of the secular arm will make itiner- 
ants labor under the control of local preachers, 
and this cannot be applied in ecclesiastical af- 
fairs at present, in this country. 

7th. Because the evils resulting from local 
preachers sitting in the annual conferences are 
sufficiently apparent already. Only consider the 
condition ofthe churches in all those conferences 
where they have seats, and compare it with the 
peace, harmony, and prosperity which abound in 
all those conferences from which they are exclud- 
ed, and you will be fully satisfied with my state- 
ment on this subject. Your correspondent, 
Laicus, asks, What shall the home ministry 
do?“ By way of answer, I would say, they 
should attend to their own duty and business at 
home, according to the discipline of the church, 
and let those matters alone that exclusively be- 
long to the itinerancy, lest they incur the guilt 
of busy bodies“ in other men’s matters. But if 
they wish to give themselves up to the itiner- 
ancy, let them have all the privileges of itiner- 
ants. ‘‘Laicus’’ asks, ‘‘what will be the relative 
condition of the minister who ceases to travel?“ 
I answer, let him continue a member of confer- 
ence as long as he lives; provided he have no 
lay delegate and decline taking any part in 


appointing the travelling ministers to their 


stations. PHILADELPHIA. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
PASTORS. 


Johnson says, “the word pastor is derived from 
the old French pasteur, a shepherd; one who 
tends sheep in a pasture.’ The word occurs 
but once in the English translation of the New 
Testament. ‘And he gave some, apostles, and 
some, prophets; and sume, evangelists; and 
some, pastors and (or) teachers.“ The Greek 
term, however, here rendered pastor (poimeen) 
frequently occurs in the gospels and epistles, 
and is generally rendered by the word shepherd. 
„And there were in the same country shep- 
herds (poimanes) abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night.” Luke 2. 8. 
Christ applies the term to himself, ina figurative 
and spiritual sense, in John 10. 11.—12. “I am 
the good shepherd: (poimeen kalos) The good 
Shepherd giveth his life for the sheep; but he 
that is a hireling, and not the shepherd, whose 
own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming 
and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth, and the wolf 
catcheth them and scattereth the sheep.“ He 
employed the same figurative mode of 2 
sion when testing Peter's sincerity.—“ Jesus 
saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lov- 
est thou me more than these? He saith unto 
him, yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. 
He saith unto him, feed my lambs. He saith 
unto him again the second time; Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, yea, 
Lord; thou knowest chat I love thee. He saith 
unto him, feed my sheep. He saith unto him 
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the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
me? Peter was grieved because he said unto 
him the third time, lovest thou me? And he 
said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; 
thou knowest that Ilove thee. Jesus saith unto 
him, feed my sheep.“ John 21.15.—17. Here 
Peter was charged with the duty of a shepherd; 
Feed my sheep.“ It is worthy of remark, that 
there is not one word about governing the 
churches, although the command was repeated 
three times. Peter had denied his Lord thrice, 
and, therefore, his master required a triple dec- 
laration of his love. If thou lovest me, faith- 
fully discharge the duties of a spiritual shepherd 
— feed, guide, and watch over my 
ock. | 


Peter never forgot this lesson, nor lost sight 


ploying the same figure when giving his charge 
to the aged ministers. ‘‘The elders which are 
among you I exhort, who am also an elder, 
and a witness ef the sufferings of Christ, and 
also a partaker of the glory that shall be reveal- 
ed. Feed the flock of God which is among you, 
taking the oversight not by constraint, but wil- 
lingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 
neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but 
. ensamples to the flock. And when the 
chief shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away.“ 1 Peter, 
5. 1—4. It is frequently asked, what did Peter 
mean by “taking the oversight?’’ He certainly 
did not mean that those spiritual pastors or 
shepherds should assume to themselves either 
the airs or the power of lords over God’s heri- 
tage; for he expressly declares they are not to 
be lords over God's heritage, but examples to 
the flock,” in humility, faith, love, patience, and 
heavenly-mindedness. Some, however, who 
love to exercise authority, say, ‘‘to oversee 
means to overrule.“ And that the shepherds 
of the flock possess the right of governing 
themselves, in religious matters, and all those 
committed to their care;—and the people are 
bound to submit to their authority, in all mat- 
ters of church government and discipline.“ 
These are sentiments better suited to the infal- 
lible oracle of the vatican, than to the lips of a 
err minister of the nineteenth century. 
ut they are the ſundamental principles of the 
Methodist episcopal church government, and 
are strenuously maintained by nearly all her 
itinerant ministers. . 


We humbly conceive that the term oversight 
means nothing more than to oversee, or watch 
over the church of Christ, as a shepherd watches 
over his flock. To give to the flock wholesome 
food, and guard them from the pernicious influ- 
ence of error, does appear to have been the prin- 
ciple duties of the aged ministers of apostolical 
times. Paul employs this language when ad- 
dressing the Ephesian elders at Miletus: ‘Take 


heed therefore unto yourselves and to all the flock, 


over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers to feed the church of God, which he hath 
purchased with his own blood.” Acts 20.28. Here 
the term overseers (episcopoi) is evidently used 
in the sense of shepherds, from the duties re- 
quired, and from the general tenor of the sub- 
ject. Tube heed to the flock.” „Feed the 
church of God.” After declaring how faithfully 
he had preached the truth to them, Paul says; 
J have not shunned to declare unto you all the 
counsel of God.” AsI have been thus faith- 
ful and vigilant, “take heed, therefore, to your- 
selves and to all the flock, &c.“ Look well to 


your own opinions and practice, and to the faith 


of the figure; for we find him, in turn, em- 
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and morals of the members of the church, and 
as the ministering servants of the Holy Spirit, 
feed them with sound doctrine, and protect 
them from error. For I know this, that after 
my departing shall grievous wolves enter in 
among you, not sparing the flock.. Also of 
your own selves shall men arise, speaking per- 
verse things, to draw away disciples after om.” 
It is also a fact that cannot be denied, that the 


terms “‘pastor, presbyter, and ‘‘bishop,’” 
are used by "writers of the New — 


as convertible, and are applied indiseriminately 
to apostles, prophets, evangelists, and teachers; 
and doubtless because it was the common duty of 
all these to watch over the church of God, and 
feed the flock of Christ with sound doctrine. 
genuine minister of the gospel is a 
astor, because it ig made the duty of every min- 
ister to watch over and feed the flock of Christ. 
Some ministers have the immediate care of a 
particular church, and are supported by the 
people; but the bare circumstance of having 
charge ofa particular flock does not necessarily 
constitute any minister a pastor in a gospel 
sense. Nor does the receiving pay or support 
make him à shepherd: neither does his mov- 
ing about from place to place, give him a supe- - 
rior elairn to the title and office of pastor. Every 
genuine minister of the gospel of Christ, wheth- 
er he itinerate or not, receive support, or labor 
in the word and doctrine for nothing; have the 
care of a particular church, or have the special 
care of no congregation, is charged by the Great 
Shepherd with the important duties of watchin 
over and feeding the flock of Christ with soun 
doctrine, and is consequently a pastor. In our 
church, the immediate care of the churches is 
made the special duty of the itinerant ministers 
and preachers; but this cannot deprive the un- 
stationed ministers of their pastoral office and du- 
ties; for both the gospel and the constitution of 
our church recognize these as pastors,and fellow- 
laborers. He that takes a circuit or station this 
year, may not have it in his power to do so the 
next; but does he, therefore, cease to be a 
pastor in the gospel sense of the word? If he 
be not a shepherd, neither is he a minister; but if 
he be a minister, then is he a pastor; and the direc- 
tion and command of the Great Shepherd is, 
„Feed my sheep.” PasTor. . 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


Mr. Editor,—In a former number, I called the 
attention of our church, by a few lines written 
in haste to the subject of more and well defin- 
ed executive power.” In your last number 
brother ‘‘Marous” wishes to know to which of 
the executive branches I had reference. 

A little leisure will enable me soon to furnish 
the information solicited. In the meantime, 
however, it may be necessary to state that I had 
not any one executive branch particularly in 
view, being fully convinced from matters of fact, 
that not only one but several of the executive 
branches need more and well defined Lerch 
in order that the acts of the General Conven- 
tion may be carried into full and successful 
operation. And more, it is my design to shew 
that there is a considerable want also of “more 
and well defined” sibility and penalty from 
the executive officers. ‘Yours, &o. 


A private Member of the M. P. Church. 


A child of God falling into sin, is like a 
child falling into water, A wicked man fallin 
into sin, is like a fish in water—he sports and 


swims in sin as in his own element. 
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Our readers will perceive that as the General Con 
ence approaches, our writers are multiplying in the Eo- 

clesiastical Department. As no doubt our columns will 
be referred to in subsequent years as data on several in- 
teresting points, we fee! it our duty in this stage of the 
discussions to state, that we are not to be held accounta- 
ble for the different opinions that may be expressed by 

our brethren. At the same time, we wish it to be distinet- 
ly understood, that so far as we are concerned, we wish 
the privileges, the duties, and the responsibilities of 
each department to be adjusted according to equity and 
righteousness. We are fully persuaded that the General 
Convention, 20 far as time and circumstances permitted, 
did discharge their duty most faithfully and impartially, 
and have established a foundation on which their suc- 
cessors may raise a glorious superstructure that shall be 
for a praise in the earth. 

There is no doubt room for improvement, if not in 
principle, yet in detail. To these details some of our 
correspondents are calling attention. These will be- 
come the subject of investigation—some of them will 
no doubt pass current because of their intrinsic worth— 
others, although they may not measure up to par, will 
yet be entitled to respect, at least so far as purity of mo- 
tives can be inferred from the positions laid down, and 
christian urbanity and brotherly love are reeognized. 

It is our wish to accommodate our brethren as far as 
we can do so with propriety—indeed our conscience is 
concerned in this matter. But we think it neither re- 
quires the peals of seven-fold thunder, nor the vivid 
lightning of highly exacerbated feeling or expression to 
place any'subject of interest to the church before our 
readers. 

Of course we shall expect calm and dispassionate pa- 
pers from each, and from all. These are indispensable 
to obtain a hearing through this Journal. The proper 
claims of our brethren, whether stationed, unstationed, 
or laymen, we do and shall respect, but personal, invec- 
tive and jnvidious epithets, whether against persons or 
orders in the church, we must resist. Each person, and 
each order, will, we hope, see and feel the propriety of 
our course. 

Some feel-keenly, and they transfuse their keenness 
into their writings, without reflecting possibly, that their 
feelings and their keenness will probably prove a bar- 
riev against the reception and proper estimate of their 
arguments by the reflecting. 


“It has, we are informed, been intimated by some that 
this Journal is. under the exclusive control of the Itin- 
— A Ministers—by others, that of the Unstationed 
inisters—by others, that of the Laity, and by others 
under that of the Ministry. an 
Now be it known to all men, that it is under the con- 
trol neither of one department nor both departments of 
the ministry, nor is it. under that of the Laymen. lt is, 
independent a urch Journal as any 
and 

—.— States, more 80 
If one class of the church choose to avail themselves 
of the facilities which its columns tender to ecclesiasti- 
eal disoussion, and that class write according to our 
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either too much occupied, too indolent or indifferent to 
aveil themselves of their privilege—whose fault is it we 
ask? Not the fault of either the Journal or the Editor. 
The former has been uniformly open to all, and the lat- 
ter has reiterated its access again and again. 

We boldly and promptly state that its columns have 
never been closed against any piece which has been ten- 
dered, and which was calculated in its character to im- 
prove our church polity, or our religious character as a 
people. 

We do not make these remarks because any brother 
has intimated to us that he entertained this opinion, but 
because we wish all to know that our paper is open ac- 
cording to the rules laid down at the commencement of 
its publication. 


The Invaluable Commentary of Dr. Adam Clarke, on 
the Old and New Testament, is now publishing by Jon 
J. Harrop, Baltimore. The details are reserved fora 
future number. Suffice it to say, that it is the cheapest 
edition of this vast fund of Biblical, Scientific, and Crit- 
ical Knowledge ever published. 

All who wish to become interested in its circulation 
and sale, will address the publisher, post paid, and they 
shall be promptly answered. 

The Editors of the Churchman, Presbyterian, 
Evangelist, Southern Telegraph, Religious Herald, Epis- 
copal Watchman, Methodist Correspondent,E. Recorder, 
and Richmond Herald, will please copy the above, and 
we will reciprocate the favor. 


In the Press, and will be published on a beautiful pa- 
per and small pica letter, in medium octavo, of about 40 


F. S. A. M. RJ. A. to a Methodist Preacher, on his entrance 
into the work of the Ministry, containing a great varie- 
ty of instructions on subjects deeply interesting to him- 
self, and well calculated to promote his usefulness and 
success: with a view of the general character of the 
preachers, and the nature and importance of their work. 
To which is annexed, Directions te the People, how they 
may profit most by heering the word of God preached, 


and how they should conduct towards the preachers.— 


The price of this pamphlet will be $10 per hundred 
copies. 

This pamphlet deserves a place in every family, as 
well as a perusal by every minister. 


The copies of the present volume of this paper having 
been restricted to the probable number of subscribers 
which would require it; and several numbers having run 
out, we are not able to furnish any more complete setts 
from the first number. We can probably make up 50 
copies, with the exception of two or three numbers, to 
those who shall first order, after this notice. 

New subscribers will be received, to commence with 
our next number, the volume or year to terminate at 
the close of the General Conference. All who remit $2 
in advance, or on the receipt of the next number, will 
be entitled to receive the paper up to the Conference, 
which will include 52 numbers. Such as do not pay in 
advance, and pay $2.50 before the first of January next, 
will also be entitled to receive the paper as aforesaid. — 
New subscribers who do not pay $2.50 before the first of 
December next, will be charged the full price of $3. 


The Book Agent having suffered materially from the 
want of promptness in settlement for books on commis- 
sion account, hereby respectfully informs that no order 
for books on commission can be filled after this date.— 
Our Books are of general religious interest, and are well 
known—nor can our friends risk any thing, on the con- 
trary, they will derive advantage by ordering a purchase; 
for this purpose considerable reduction has been made 


rules, laid down from.time to time,and other classes are 


in the prices. Our entire list is at the service of such 


purchasers, at 6 months, as pay punctually. 
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pages, the Advices of the Rev. Dr. Adam Clarke, L. L. D. 
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It is very obvious that there is an ing interest 
obtaining in every department of the church, in_ref...- 
ence not only to the spiritual concerns of the church, 
but also in view of the engrossing and highly jmportant 
topies which must oeeupy the attention of the ensuiug 
General Conference. This number, and the recent de- 
mand for this volume, speak strongly and intelligibly on 
these points. Nearly all this number is original matter. 

Such as have complete files of the present volume, 
will do well to preserve them. Those whose setts are 
broken, we would advise to gather the fragments, as 
these will be serviceable in completing those copies 
which we cannot. Copies of the first and second vol- 
umes, bound, can be furnished at a fair price. 
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Our terms require three dollars for the current vol- 
ume, from all who shall not have paid $2.50 before the 
first day of July next. Remittances for Books and pa- 
per, per mail, to be sent at the risk of the Publisher, and 
Book Agent. 


w. W. H.“ is received and will appear in our next. 
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